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interference of the missionaries, who had sought to aid their
people by constitutional means in bringing their grievances
before the notice of the Government. Promises were made of
redress in the courts of justice ; but these were presided over
at that time, almost without exception, by corrupt and partial
Erahmans and Sudras, so that the poor had no access to
them on just or equal terms.

Eut again the providence of God overruled the vile pas-
sions of man for His own purposes and the advancement of
His kingdom, so that the cause of Christianity was eventually
a gainer. Even while this severe persecution was going on,
and the violence and cruelty were at their highest pitch, the
people flocked to the Christian congregations from all direc-
tions, voluntarily demolishing with their own hands their
shrines and idols, some of them bringing their gods of gold,
silver, brass, and wood, and the instruments of idolatry, which
they surrendered to the missionaries. "So mightily grew
the word of God, and prevailed.'*

Meanwhile the Quilon Malayalim Mission had again been
resuscitated by the Eev. J. C. Thompson, who arrived in
November, 1827, and at once commenced the study of the lan-
guage and established several additional village schools. Mr.
Thompson continued to toil on steadily amid many trials,
discouragements, and difficulties, for twenty-three years, until
his death in 1850. He was joined in 1832 by Eev. William
Harris, but within a short time he also was compelled, by
failure of health, to return to England. During Mr. Thomp-
son's lifetime, boarding schools for boys and girls, village
schools, and the printing press were in operation. There was
a gradual though slow increase of converts. In 1837 a
church was formed, composed of six individuals, in reference
to which event Mr. Thompson wrote in the church book,
" Praised be God that even after ten years' labour in India
I see a few subscribing themselves on the Lord's side." At